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| "HEN. the Royalt Martyr, of bella Reer wag 
graciouſly pleaſed.to grant Mr: Cornel iu ermuy- 
den and his en leave to Drain the Level 
of 122 Chaſe and to lay dry all the Surrounded;and wafte 
Grounds; 1t was ſuggeſted to him, 200 hismoſt horiourable. 
Councel : That it would certainly p robe tolle great advantage 
of the adjacent Country. Which Sees then the 
increaſe of his Revenue, was the motive that His Majeſty the 
24th. of May, in the 2d. 'Year of HisReigh Anno Dow. 1626: 
Articled with Mr. Cornelins Vas. and is Partners, 189 
undertake the ſaſe. N en 
But the King and his Councel, did no more foteſee thoſe fre- 
quent INUNDATIONS, that has ſince ha pend, upon that oc- 
caſion, on fo gr itt of the ancient Tant ndr nor the hard- 
ſhips the 0 8050 nhabitants labour under; ente could 
revent that deluge of Blood which ſoot after overſpread the 
Tiers becauſe they could notkno v the Heart of Man. 
II. But that Ju and pious Prince wiſely conſider d; in the 
firſt place, to oblige Mr. Cornelius Vermuyder, and bis partners, 
to uſe their beſt endeavors to Drain All the Surrounded waſte 
Grounds; as well thofe that did belong unto His Majeſty as 
thoſe that did belong unto other Perfons, and were Adjoyn- 
ing unto His Majeſties lands; in ſuch manner as to make the 
tame fat for Tillage, or Paſtur re and the ſame being ſo Draind 
ſhould for ever maintaine fit for Tillage, or palture : Which 
benz das, then, and not before, His Ma jeſty was to have one 
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Third part of the ſaid wk and Surrounded Grounds the 
faid Mr. Cormelint Vermuyden, and his Partners another part 
for their Labour, and the Free-holders, Coppy-holders, and 
Tenants, of the ſaid Mannoifof Hat-feld another Third part. 
And His Lords and Commiſſioners did promiſe, and; de- 
Clare, unto the Tenants and Inhabitants, that the ſame ſhould 
not by any Banks, made or hereafter to be made, put the wa- 
ter upon the Tenants and Inhabitants dwelling in ſafe and In- 
land Countreys. And now Mr. Cornelius and his Participants 
{et forth to work, having brought with them a Navy of Thar- 
Poiſb to this promiſed; Land where Gold was more plentiful 
then. the very Stones in their Streets. ' * ju 
III. But whilſt this great projector thought himſelfe ſecure 
of His Majeſties favour, and reſting upon the Authority of 
his inexhauſtible Treaſure he found himſelfe Ad annoy- 
ed by the Gnats and Flies; that is the common ſort of the In- 


Hhabitants that ſet upon him when he ſhould reſt ; for they 


finding theſe mounds of Earth caſt up for his Eaſe and ſecurity 
would prove their utter Ruin, and dam that water upon their 
ancient lands above, which ſhould lay upon his improvement 
below, they diſturb d him in his works: and when that would 
not do, in great Numbers they burnt his Carts, and Barrows, 
and working Inſtruments, in great heaps by Night : whereup- 
on Mr. Cornoliut was forc'd to purchaſe ground of the ancient 


Owners to make ſuch; Drains as might ſatiſfy the Common 


People, and give thoſe People ſuch Extraordinary wages in 
his Ene that they did not no foreſee that Ruine they 

were ſo apprehenſive of before. . | 
IV. The ſucceſs of this; and finding many of his former 
Cheſts of Gold ſecure now without locking: Sr. Cornelius Ver- 
zmyden began to caſt about what he was doing, and what he 
ſhould do, and now it is he begins to trick, therefore before al! 
the parcells of commonable ground were; As by His Majeſties 
aac argeement 
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agreement alloted to the Free-holders, Coppy-holders, and 


Tenants ; he applies himſelfe to the King, and purchaſes of 
His Majeſty not only this Third part of the ſaid Commonable 
rounds but alſo the Mannor or Lord ſhip of Hatefield, and 
by colour of this he, and his partners, had poſſeſſed themſelves 
of all, or moſt, of the Surrounded grounds, and had incloſed, 
Shared, and divided the ſame amongſt themſelves without 
calling any of the faid Inhabitants, and Tenants, thereunto: 
and had left unto the ſaid Tenants ſuch parts of the ſaid com- 
monable grounds as did lye in the flats, and lowelt places, and 
had ſtopt up the Ancient and Navigable River of Dun run- 
ing by Thorn, By which the ſurcharge of Superfluous waters 
lying upon the grounds was conveyed away; and by a great 
Bank, or wall, of Earth of an Extraordinary hight, and 
breadth, turn'd the waters by violence out of the new impro- 
ved grounds 1nto the old Inhabitants grounds,and houſes, and 
into the grounds and houſes of the Inhabitants of Syke-hox/e, 
Fiſh-lake, Stain-ford, Baln, and Pollington, and other places 
# adjoyning, to the utter decay, and ſpoiling, of their grounds: 
And tothe utter. impoveriſhing of ſo many of them, as have 
no other Lands in other places to live upon. ah; 
V. And now the face of things begins to appear, Sr. Cor- 
nelius is big with his undertakeings and the Country begins 
to reaſſume the ſenſe of their Exgliſb liberty ſo that they gave 
Sr. Cornelius, and his work-men ſuch diverſion that obſtructed. 
his works: So hereupon Mr. Attorney Generall in His Majſties 
behalfe and Sr, Cornelius on his own behalte, ſet forth 10. ry, 
before the Councel Board the riotous, and rebellious, - 1629. 
Carriage of Robert Portington Eſq; And others, in beating, 
wounding, and killing, divers of their work-men imployed in 
this undertaking, in the Countys of Tork, Lincoln, and Not- 
ingham; and for ſpoiling of the walls made for draining of 
their Lands. This bulinels was heard at the board, both parties 


| prefeat 


| 89 
preſent, fully debated by their Councell, in the preſence of the 
King: Mr. Portington, and others, were bound to their be- 
haviour, and left to Sr. Cornel ius his liberty to proſecute, and 
Sr. Cornelius was to ſecure at his own charge the banks of Fiſo- 
lake, and Syke-houſe, in what was requiſite for their ſafety, 

; more then the uſuall charge before the Undertaking : and 

j whereas it was mov d againſt Robert Portington Eſq: (one of 

fl the Perſons complaind of) that he might be put out of Com- 

1 miſion of being a Juſtice of Peace in the Weſt Riding of the 

County of Tork: It is ordered that he ſhall continue in Com- 
miſſion, fo long as he behaveth himſelfe well. . Pert 
VI. Sr. Cornelius having thus ſhown the way to White-hall; 
the oppreſſed Country- men began to havea ſenſe of the Juſtice 
12 May, that Lodged there. So that the Inhabitants of SA Honſe, 
1630. Fiſh-lake, Stainford, Cowick, Snaith, Baln, Pollington, | 
and divers others, in the Weſ# Riding of the County of Jork 
Exhibited their petition to the Board, with a Cirtificate of Di- 
verſe Juſtices of the Peace of the ſaid Riding made at the Se- 
715 4p {lions held at PontefraF. Repreſenting that the ſaih 
1630. places, together with the Country there abouts had 

lately ſuſtained infinite Loſs by the Ixus DATIONS of was 
ter ʒ cauſed by the Participants new works which did not one- 
ly enter into their dwelling houſes, but their Corn, and Hay, 
both in Barns, and Stacks, were utterly ſpoiled : their Corr 
ſowne upon the ground waſh'd away ; their Cattel loft for 
want of food ; and their Land, till d, made unfit to be ſown ,, 

and thereby the Inhabitants much impoveriſhed : which over- 
flowings were occaſioned by the banks raiſed by Sr. Cornelius 

. Perwmyden, and other undertakers, to drain the Lands in 

Hatfield Chace; and other ple ces near adjoyning, by turning 
the water of Dun, and Ar, into Channels not Capable to re- 

ceive and carry them away ; whereby that part of the Country 

| would in a ſhort time become uninhabitable it ſome eans of 
7p preventia 
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vention were not ſpeedily uſ d on the other fide, it was al- 
ledged, and urg d; that the loſſes were not ſuch as was pre- 


tended, and that the decays and lowneſs of the old banks be- 


longing to Syke-bonſe, and Fiſh-lake, and over againſt the new 
walls of the undertakers were the true Cauſes of the Incon- 
veniencies complaind of, and that the undertakers had Cutt a a 
new Channel of ſufficient breadth and deapth. That . 
the ſubſtantiall repairing, and raiſing, of the old banks 1629. 
to the height, and breadth, they anciently were of according 
to a late order of the Board, would both ſecure the Country 
and prevent future danger and damages. Theſe allegations on 
both ſides were deliberately heard by their Councel, the King 
being preſent. 2 2 Ji | 

VII. It was therefore thought fit and order'd ; for prevent- 


ing all future queſtions, that the Inhabitants of Syke-houſe, and 


Fiſb- lale, and other places adjoyning,chargeable with the mak- 


ing of the old wall, which ought to contribute thereto, ſnould 


contribute Two Hundred pounds to be levied by rateable pro- 


-portions upon all their ſeverall Lands, and that to be paid to 
the ſaid Sr: Cornelius; and that thereupon the ſaid Sr. Corneliur, 
or the owners of thoſe Lands within the (aid new: wall, or 
Corporation, to be made for preſerving of thoſe new works, 


ſhall at his, and their own proper coſts, and Charges, perfecł 


the ſaid work by making of the banks of the old wall, over 
againſt the ſaid new wall, of the ſaid undertakers, as high, and 


as broad ʒ in all places, as where they are now; or, anciently, 
were higheſt, and broadeſt; or otherwiſe, as he, and they, 
ſhall think fit for the ſafety of the Country; and the ſaid 


Banks being ſo raiſd and made as aforeſaid, it was further 
thought fit, and Orderd, that they ſhall from henceforth-be fo 
continued, and maintained, by Sr. Cornel ins, or the owners of 
the Lands, which are newly gaind and lie within the under- 
takers new walls, or by the ſaid Corporation, upon, and for 


ſuch 


89 
ſuch yearly allowance from a. ſaid Inhabitants; chargeable 
with the ſaid Banks; as by certain Commiſſioners of ſewers, 
to be indifferently choſen, by both parties, ſhall be thought 
requiſite and (et down, provided nevertheleſs, that Sr. Corneliu: 
be not charged with the reparations and making good, of in- 


evitable, and unforeſeen, accidents not occaſiond by the {aid 
new works, and that the Country do not, directly, nor indi- 


rectly, Cutt, Pull down, nor willfully indamage the ſaid Banks 
ſo raiſd and repaird. Here is alſo, for quietneſs, provided that 
all loſſes, and damages; on either ſide committed, or ſuſtaind, 
ſhould be remitted; in that their Lordſhips looking forwards 


were deſirous to avoid all contentions, and unnecſſary Law- 


ſuits, and to nouriſh all good correſpondency betwixt Sr. 
Cornelius and the Country. | Ci 

VIII. This was the firſt Generall application and Audit for 
redreſs of Grievances z and therefore it highly concernd Sr. 
Cornelius (knowing the accumulati ve grievances he had hea 


upon the up-land Inhabitants and the weakneſs of his al- | 


legations ) nom to hedge as well as dyke. and theretore, with 
the advice, and Aſſiſtance, of Sr. Robert Heath, His Majeſties 
Attorney Generall ; and Sr. Thomas Fanſhaw, His Majeſties 
Surveyor Generall ( both Sr. Cornelius his Speciall friends up- 
on Record) he obtaines the favour of this Order: which 
was likely to be a Standing rule to poſterity ; and is, at this 
very day, of ſuch preſumptive conſequence: That was it in 
the witt, and power, of this great, and good, Mans Aſſignes; 
they would turn the Courſe of the Derby-ſbire Springs into 
the — 8 | 
IX. For ſayes the Order. That the Inhabitants of Syke- 
hae, and Fiſh-lake, and other places adjoyning ; chargeable 
with the making of the old wall, which ought to contribute 
. -:hcretos ſhonld contribute two Hundred pounds, to be levied 
by rateable proportions upon all their ſeveral Lands; and that 


to 
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to be paid to the ſaid Sr. Cornelius, &c. This Excluded all the other 
Towns ; who were at Eaſe, and in lafety, before this notable im- 
provement; as Stainford, Cowich, Snaith, Baln, Pollington, and di- 
vers other Towns in the Weft Riding of the County of Tork: who 
with Fiſb- Lale, and. Syke-houſe, exhibited their Petition, with the ö 
Certificate from the Honourable Bench of Juſtices at a Generall 
Seffions, for the whole weſt Riding; rhe ſaid Towns allo were 
willing, and ready, to contribute, had not Sr. Cornelius thus evad- 
ed it. And: doubtleſs they would not have ſo fit down thus but 
that they: had: daily experience how difficult it way for the two 
Towns Fiſh lake, and Syke-houſe, to get any 1 confirmd, as ſhall 
be ſhown in its place: And the troubles which ſoon after befell the 
Nation, was an hindrance too : The next favourable Clauſe is, Thar 
St. Curnelius, and his Succeſſors, ſhall at his and their own proper 
coſts, and charges, make the old walls of F. /ake, and S) Henſe: 
as high, and btoad, in all places, as anciently they were the higheſt, 
and hroadeſt, and ſo maintain the ſame for ever. This, at this day, 
would do them no manner of kindneſs; for the walls that were the 
higheſt then, were not ſo high as the Foreſhoares of the River are 
in thole:places:now : and the bottom of the River, at ſome times, 
by reaſon of Warp, not much lower then the (ole of the Ancient 
Gtound. But, then the Order follows; or orherwiſe, as he, and they, 
| ſhall think! fitteſt for the lafety of the Ancient Country: which 
cotiſideradũon Swayd at that time, and quell'd the murmuring of 
the adjacent Country, expecting ſome great advantage from ſo 
ſwect a Clauſe. It alſo follows again. That Sr. curnelius ſhall not 
be charged with the reparations, and making goed, of unevitable, 
and unforſeen Accidents, not occaſion'd, by the ſaid new work a 
very proper and Concluding Clauſe, which ſhew'd there was very 
little more to do; but cannot be of any force at this day: for they 
could not then foreſee that Ruin, and deſolation; waſt of goods, 
and deſttuction of Cattel; danger of bodily health, and fol of 
lives; which at this day, in ſome e aboye Twenty: 
Towns by this new work. Such dilmall conſequences the Gover- 
ment would ſurely provide againſt, if they at leaſt foreſaw them, 
ſuch is the buſineſs of the common inqueſts, and which the Laws 
of all Nations provide againſt. pe TT, EO 1 
X. Beſides; it was * at that time, that it never was the 
1 | | intent 


the. peritioners ſhould looſe the benefit of the Law in tecoveting 
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intent ofthe Board ro make ſuch fender proviſion for the Count- 
ry ; for admitting fay, they, he ſhould make luis Banks as high as 
may be; yer that cannet ſecure the Country any further then the 
Old Banks go: and it was very hard that ſo great a Number of- 


their dammages. 1 5 I 37 a +$5711312.3 MN 
XI Bur Sr. Cornelius Slily inſinuated to the hoard; that he had 


made a River, or Channel, of ſufficient depth, and breadth, which 


would give {cope and liberty, for the recerving, and conveying a 
way ofthe Waters. This famous River, at that time, is the place: 
that extended along his bank, called Eaf Bark; out of which he 
had taken Earth for to make his bank, and the ſame was then 
ſtopt at both ends; but could be wiſnt it was as open and as deep 
now as it hath been ſince. Which has been Navigable for Boates of 
£4. Tun but is noẽw Warpd uosß. 290, 
XII. Healledgd alto: That the repairing of the old Bank. to the 
avtient height, and breadth, would both ſecute the Country; and 
prevent, all future dammages, and Inundations. This too, by them 
that Underſtood matters was lookd upon at that time to be a 
Sham: For, this new bank, as appeard then by the Mapp, went from 
Aſh field; South-weſt, and ſo along North to Turne- bidge; and the 
o.d bank only upon the Eaft of Syke-houfe, and ſome part of 'Fiſh- 
lake, and extended no fuither then ſome part ol their! Lands: ſo 
ſuppoſe it higher then the Ditch bank; yet it could ſecure no fur-. 
ther then it went. do that a great part of the Country of Neceſſity 
mult be drownd; the main River Dun being ſhut up with lock- 
gates, and ſo continually kept, that it could not vent it telfe into 
the Ancient levell towards Trent, as it was uſed ro do. And Ain, 
and Onze, upon ſpring tydes ſo put in, that the Country had Juſt 
Cauſe to ſet torth the diſtreſs they were in. And thus did Sr. Cor- 
nelius and his agents abuſe his Majeſty, and the Boatke. 
XIII. And then, alſo did they baſely abule che Country : for it 
was highly out of Reaton that they ſnuld diſpenſe with more then 
twenty thobſand pouimds loſſes, as was certifi; d by the Honourable 
Bench of Juſtites at ſo Generall a meeting, and that Sr. Corneliut 
fh6ble be left at liberty to proceed againſt them by Lawaluits. For 
though the words argue to the Contrary yet Sv. Cornelius, and his A- 
gems, within two days after the Order, procceded — 


tor pretended hurts done to him and his agents before the Order: 
And took SuppanEtĩ, and Writs, out of all the Kings Courts and fervd 
many upon the ancient Free holders: Some anſwered, others appear- 
ed; ſome were remitted, others diſpencd withall; this was at Lon- 
don. Divers were apprehended; and lay in priſon at Jork: And hay- 
ingidorment Warrants to committ more, and an unknown power, 
many of good quality durſt not to ftay in their houſes. And this 
Monſter of a Man ( whoſe naturall qualitics no one ' Engliſh Epithet 
can anſwer )threatned to hang divers of the Peci tioners, His Majzſtics 
Native and Freeborn, Subjects; and to get a Comm:thon for that 
purpoſe; and reported, that if he could but have ſtay d in the Coun- 
try, he would have ſet up a pair of Gallows to have tetified the 
peope. 1140 D 5 . 1 in S312 1 | 1 
XIV. St. Cornelius being Elevated by the Succeſs ot this fright; pro- 
je ted to have his Improvement Eſtabli ſned by Act of Parliament: 
But you ſhall preſently fee he had other work to do- The ſame 
project was on Foot ſoon after the glorious Reſſauration; but ob- 
ſtructed by the late Lord Downe ; which noble Perſon, Member: for 
with Sr. Thomas Tarbourgh the other worthy repreſen- Pontefr a. 
tative ot the ſame ancient Bonrrough; ſatiſfyed the hou'e, by ſcverall 
weighty arguments to the Contrary. | Won 
XV. All this horrour, and amazement, happend in the latter 
End of May. and the beginning of June in the ſame year: Where: 
upon His Majeſty, and the Councell, quickly thought fit to Con- 
ider the infuff&able Condition of his diſtreſſed Subjects and the 
Vexations; and Exceſſive charge that thouſands of Families ( many 
whereof paid the Kings ſubſidies) lay under; and by 22 June in 
which they where brought to beg their Bread. There- #he ſame Year. 
fre the Petition was conſiderd over again, and the whole matter in 
debate twixt the parties was referd by order of C ouncell, to the 
Right honourable Thomas Lord Viſcount Win worth Lord preſident of 
the North; John Lord Darey, and Mr. Juſtice Hutton, or any two of 
them, whereot the Lord ViſcountWentworth to be one; pray ing, ard 
requiring, them to call the ſaid Sr. Cornelius Vermuyden and ſuch of the 
faid Inhabitants before them, as they ſhould think fit. 
XVI. According to the direction of this Order: Lofd Viſcount 
Memworth, and Lord Darcy, met at Hat. feld two leverall times: 
and viewed the works made by Sr. Cornelius for draining the 
PW 1 Ground 
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Ground, and heard the allegations on both ſides; and in 26g. 
the preſence, and with the aſſiſtance, and Conſent, of Sr. 163 
Cornelius his two Speciall friends to this new work; and by the con- 
tent of both parties preſent, and mutnall adviſement had of all 
circumſtances; theſe two Ngoble Perſons made au Order, or Award, 
confilting of thirteen Pararaphs: In whichjare plainly ſer forth ſuch 
Rogueries of Sr. Comnelius, that was his intended Gallows erected he 
had been the proper Haman to have hang'd thcreoeͤn. 
XVII. Fot tho' he proſecuted / which never was intended him to 
do Perſons of good faſhion, with ſuch Injuſtice, Violence, and Fu- 
Ty, but two months before: Yer all Suits depending in any Court 
of Juſtice were ordered to be remitied, and the Attorney Generall 
ro take Notice of the ſame; he was likewiſe to Confirm to the 
Tenauts, and Inhabitants, their Coppy-hold Land as anciently 
without Admecaſurement , together with their Cuſtoms and cer- 
tainty of their fines; in which, he would heavily have oppreſſed 

em by vertue of his purchaſe from the Crown; he was allo 


to reſtore their Turt-Moores without admeaſurement, which he 


then unjuſtly detained, with their allotments of ſcycrall hundred 
Acres of Common, with a great many more particulars needleſs 
now to repeat, | | 3 3 
XVIII. But one Act of this Order of remaining Conſequence 
is this: That the Tenants, and Inhabitants, aforeſaid ſhall pay | 
to St Cornelius Vermuyden two hundred pounds by equall contri- 

butions; and that the ſaid Sr. Cornelius Vermuydett his Heirs, and 
Aſſignes, ſhall repair, and make up, all the banks, walls, made for 
defence of Fiſh Jake, and Syke-houſe, and other grounds adjoining ; 
which ſhall hereafter be kept in reparation by the faid Sr. Corne- 
lias, and his Aſſigns and his their Heires, upon and for ſuch yearly 
allowance from the laid Inhabitants, chargeable with the ſaid banks, 
as-by certain Commiſſioners of Sewers to be indifferently choſcn 
by both parties (hail be thought requiſite and ſet down; and this 
is the firſt Eſtabliſhment of th: Commiſſion of ſewers for the fa- 


modus Levell of Hate-field Chace which has been ſo very indiffer- 


ently choſen, and now is of ſuch very hopefull conſequence to the 
ancient Eſtates. N nue 


XIX. And if the Tenants, and Inhabitants, which ſhould con: 
tribute towards the laid two hundred pounds, their Heires, and 
0 e ö wy = Aſſignes, 
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ancient paſlages, which in tis proper Places may be 
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C8) 
Aſſignes, ſhould at any time, or, times, . hereafter be damnified by 
Inundations cauſed by Sr. Cornelius his new works: Sr. Cornelius 
his Heirs , and Aſſignes, ſhould make ſatiſſaction co the party 


gricy'd in {uco proportion as the Preſident, and Councell, eſta- 


bliſhed in the North parts, for the time being, hould Tax the 


Loſs. And alſo the wall ſnould forthwith be made for the defence 
of F.ſb- lake, aud Syke-houſe,, And if choſe walls ſhould be found 
not lufficient to ſecure the ſaid Tenants, and Inhabitants, the ſaid 
Sr. Cornelius his Heirs, and Aſſignts, ſhould in the year following 
effect a new Drain thro* the Levell, or ſome ocher Works; to pre- 
ſerve the ſaid Tenants and Inhabitants, and their Heires from all ſuch 
Drownings, and dammages, as they ſhall be Subject unto by the (aid 
Sr. Cornelius his new works; which ſaid Drain at this very day is 
of no manner of uſe to the Inhabitants, and the Oppreſled . 
in regard ic is the Caule of all thoſe Stopings, and Warpings of all the 
made appcar. 
XX. This is part of the Award of theſe two great Stateſmen 
Which Starrs were brought out of the upper Firmament of State 
to attend the Excentrick motion of a thing called a new. Improve- 
ment; and you ſhall preſently find thar thele two right Honour- 
able perſons were as baſely abus d by this new Sr. of Quality as 
the King, and his Councell, and the Numerous oppreſſed People 


* 
4 


XXI. For ſays the, cloſe of that Award : It was adviſd, and 


thought fit; that this Order, and Award, be decreed as well in 


His Mai eſties Court of Exchequer as before the ſaid Lor preſident, 


and Councell in the North: But to prevent this; the mirrour 


of frauds and Opreſſion (that the Tenants and Inhabitants ſhould 
have no Benefit of this Award) ſecretly conveys his Improve- 
ments unto Truſtees, as he himſelfe was brought afterwards to ac- 
This made the Lord ' preſident grievouſſy complai 
from York, to the Councell board above ; in — N ſets —4 
that notwithſtanding his agreement; che banks, and works, were. 
neglected and the Country miſerably drownd, and conſum'd, in their. 
Eſtates, and that Sr. Cornelius kept without the juriſdicton of his 
Court and ſo made all Proceſs ineffectual? And that he could no 


ways keep the Country at quict but by telling them of Juſt and 


fitting 
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fitting Sat isfacten ; and that they miglit foot! expeRt' the wort = 
be done: But yet he ford & à Work of ſome difficulty to conta tl. 
the People from ſudden violence, unſeſs they find the State hays 
tome regard towards them -Therefore, he humbly deſires their 
Lordſhips to direct dr. Sornelius to be ſeut down to him and Orc{er 
him to make juſt Satiſfaction to the Country; And he adds thy: 
he is daily called upon by the miſetable complaints of the ancient 
Land nolders ICE _ — 1 A QELS! -"ITTF- 7 = —— 03 I #36 437? 

XXIII But the Country could no louger contain themlelves: So 
that the Conſideting part of them preferd a treth Petition to the 
Councell board and amongſt other things fet fortli; that 2575. May, 
Sr. Cornelius refufèd to give way for the paſſing a decree ac- 1631. 
cording to Order: And the board ha ving calld both parties betore 
them, and (cen their Order; and heard, at large, their arguments, 
and allegations, made on either ſide: and having allo well weighed 
and Conſider the importance of their butinels, did Unaminouiy 
Order, and declare, that the ſaid Sr. Cornelius Vermuyden, and 
his partners, ſhall ſuffer the ſaid Order to be decreed as weil in 
the Exchequer Chamber; as before the Lord ptefident, and Coun- 
cell at Tork, aceotding to the purpoſe and true meaning of the 
{aid Order. And to that end they further Orderd that the petition- 


ers Bill, now depending in the Exchequer Chamber, may be ſo 


tyfficently anſwerd by the ſaid Sr. Cornelius, and his ſaid partners,” 
before the firſt day of the next Term? As that a decree may 
be theteupon had by Conſent, without any ſutè or delay; and if 
the ſaid Sr. Cornelius (hail make default in performance of their 
Lord-(t:ips Order, the Board will take notice thereot, and di-e&ſuch 
tircher Courſe for the performance of tiie ſame as ſhall be fir. And 
now Heath and Fanſhaw, His Worthips agents had little to do for 
him, and his two Supporters leave him to ſtand by himſelfe, 
XXIV. This Order one would thmik Concluſwe, an] that no 
Brow of Braſs could face this Authority again; or that in modeſty) 


if he had any-humility in him) he mizht ſubmit to that Authority 


from whence he deriv'd his Parent, and had all the favour: gt 
ei him that he coulcł requeſt. Yer ſee the wolf is a wolf fil! or 
the ſucceeding Terin being over, there ariſes a juſt caufe or a 
freh complaint. Y un 1775 hank dg © 6h DOR 

XXV. For in July, 163r. following, was chere a petition rea. 25 


the 


* % 


the Board preſented in behalte"ot the Inhabitahts, and Tenants, of 
F:{h-lake, and Syke- houſe, Stainford, Baln; and Felington, and others; 
in which they complain. d that Sr. Cornelius refuiſd to give way for 
the award to be decreed according td former Orders; and the Term 
being palt he intended not to anſwer, as far as they perceived; there - 
tor chey pray. ꝗ that ſomę peedy Courſe might be rern per- 
formauce of the Order concerning the Exchiequer dectee, and that 
a day might be pteſm d by which the ſaid St. ' Cornelius and his 


artners might be enjoyned tg ſuffer a decree hefore the Lord pre- 
dent, and Coungell, at Tork; that they wholo ag were walted 
by the ſaid Sr, Cornelbus and his works, may be put to no more further 
ſuit. Whereupon Sr, Corneuius was, conyented before their Lotd- 
ſhips, charged with his neglect; and diſobedience, to the Ordey of 
the board 4 and chere did aſſent and agree fully to perform and 
fulfill the Haid award in every point; humbly then ſubmitting the 
Conſideration, and Ordering of the whole Buſineſs to the Lord 
Preſident aforcſaid : who was pray d to take ſome further pains the re- 
in; and che ſaid award juſtly, and duly perform d and to ſettle the 
Cauſe finally, and fully, in ſuch manner; as that the Pet itioners 
my have no new reaſon to trouble the Board any more in this 
ee tl ao argue iN. wand are Lea. 

XXVI. So chat upon the T Kft fee Gay of 'November fol- 
lowing was her Award deexeed in Wes xchequerst But ſtill by 
ſhuffles of the Decree at York, that place being near his ſtart holes. 
and tho he had promild to pajs; the decreg Verpatim before the 
Lord preſident of the Notth;ʒ and his Coufcell, and bad given ic 
ungqer bis own hand by letter directed to Mr, Flane to pals the 
faid Decree: Yet Contrary to his promile, to che 18 d Wentworth ; 
he gave privat directions to Mr, Hampe not to pals the Wo? Where 
upon Lord Wentworth aſſured the Inhabjirants that Juſtice ſhould be 
done them. And in the mean time Sr. Corneus was Otderid the 
my following to ſhew cauie why he did not Anſwer accordiꝑg to 


IS 10rmer promiſe..i Heatly could. it oe wiſh'd Maio Lev af — 
{uch a preſident 1 Nl b err 


* dent let Over it now:, Aüdfto give you one talb of 
_ the Juſtice of that glorious Martyr,; who was beſt acqudiiſted with 
the Rogueries of the Laplanderg towards others, and to one another, 
You have Tranſcribd for you at ige this following Ordet whith 
Bas... . | AF vo 
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jeſty by Sr. Philibert Vernatti Knight, Samuel Vantan. 
His Majeſties - Servants, Matthew Vaikenbourgh Elq : 
And John Corſelis Cent; Which complaint His Majeſty was pleaſd 
to referr to the Lord Keeper, the Lord Wentworth, the Lord Cot- 
tingon, and Mr. Secrets Mindebank, who therzupon made re- 
* — to His Majeſty, to Hing the ſaid £ omplaint, which Report His 
jeſty having Feber did Command that the ſame ſhould be 


W' Hereas 2 Complai int was heretofore preſerd to Hi Ma- 


Read at the Board ; and Order given them to the ſame Effect if 


their Lord-ſhips ſhould-think fit, which Was "egy" 4 a 
follows, Is Vis Vethls. - | wo K 2 8 
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. May it pleaſs Your Majeſty, ; 


| Coording to your referance Oy uno ur at „ White-Hall 

the 17th. Of December 1632. Under the Hand of me 
Francis Windebank Knight, one of Your Majeſtic 
Priucipall Secretaries, upon the' Petition of Sr. Phillibert Ver- 


natti Knight, Samuel Vanpan Tour Majeſties Servants, Mat- 


thew Val — Eſq : And John Corſelis Gent, complain- 


ing ein Sr, n Vermayden Knight; we have fe ay 


4 
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times call d the parties on both ſides before ns, and heard their ata 
leoations by their Conncell : and we find the differences betwixt 
them to be ſo many, and ſo intricate, and their allegations one a- 
gainſt another ſo full of Contradidion, as we hold them no way fit 
to be determind by a reference, but to be left to be decided, by a 
Judicall Conrſe in any of Your Majeſties ordinary Courts of Iuſtice, 
by ſuch ſuits, or Actions, as Either party ſhall think fit to perſue. 
But in regard we do find as well by the Relation of me the Lord 
Prefident of Your Majeſties Councell, Eſtabliſh'd in the North ; 
who have by direFion in mine own Perſon view'd all the VW orks : 
and ſeveral parts of the Drains of Hat-field Chaſe in the preſence 
of all the parties intreſſed therein; as by our own view of the Map 
of the ſaid Drain is, and by the Teſtimony, aud Complaints, of di- 
vers others Your Majeſties Subjects, and upon Conſideration of 
of the Reaſous alledged by both the Parties themſelves, that the 


aid Drains are yet imperfe&, and thro their default have already 
= Drownd, and daily ds Drown, and are likely to Drown hereafter 
4 great quantity of other Lands belonging to divers others Tour 


Majeſties Subjects, except there be a good and Sufficient Drain 
made for carrying,” clear away the Waters of the Rivers of Dun 
and Trent from Turne- bridge to the River of Ouze; which 
Drain is well and Sufficiently begun already to be made as we are 
inſormed by all the Participants; who do alledge that they have 
already Exceeded therein Ten, or Twelve, Thouſand Pounds; and 
that it will Coſt Four, or Five, Thouſand Pounds more to finiſh 
the lame : Which we do hold very requiſite to be finiſb d, together 


= mith the other Works nom in Hand, and lying within the Banks 


of the Levell, with all convenient ſpeed. We do think fit to ad- 
viſe, that the Finiſhing, as well of the ſaid great Drain, as of the 
1mwork_ aforeſaid, ſhould be Charged and Impoſd, Proviſionally, 
upon all the Participants, which have begun the ſame, for the Pub- 
lick good, and for the diſcharge of all parties intreſted in the ſaid 
Drains of Hat-ſield Chaſe, and for that end, that the ſaid Sr. 

C Cornelius 


%\ 


(18 
Cornelius, and all the mate Bay e by the ſaid Sr. Cor- 
nelius to be Liable t herennto, ſhall forthwith pay in their Ra es 
and Scotts for the Charge already Expended and ta be Expended 
in the making of the (aid great Drain from Turnebridge, and the 
other In- land Works for the perfecting of the Main Work, together 
with all Arr-ars due by the ſaid Sv. Cornelius and all the Par- 
ticipants as the ſaid Sr. Cornelius pretends to make appear ac- 
cording to every Mans proportion of Acres and according to the 
+3. Aug: Order of the Lord Preſident And Conncell of the North; 
1632. And that particular Commiſſioners of Sewers, for that Level 
Requiſite, may Iſſue forth, as well for Ordering and maintaining | 
the ſaid Works, as for the apportioning and leading of the ſaid; 
Scots, and Rates, for which the parties have been Earneſt Suitors. | 
And as well to induce the ſaid Complainants to proceed in the i- 
niſhing the ſaid great Drains,&* in-works,as in Juſtice to-proceed 
for their Satiſfattion in Caſe a Court of Fuſtice ſhall adjudge, or 
decree; unto them any great dum of Moneys againſt Sr. Cornelis 
Vermuyden. We do think fit, and adwvife,that all ſuch aſſurance as 
is now to paſs from your Majeſty to the ſaid Sr. Cornelius of any Þ 
of the Lands Contradted for in Hat-field Chaſe, or places adjacent, 
within the Levell now Drain d, or to be Drain d, ſtall be Condey- 
ed and aſſured by your Majeſty to the Four Clerks of the Conncebl | 
in Ordinary, as fitting, and indifferent, Feofees for Security of | 
performing whatſoever ſhall be adjudged, or decreed, tothe Com- i 
plaints, of them, from the ſaid Sr. Cornelius as aforeſaid, And | 
that in like manner the Complainants, ſhall give Security by ſuſſi- 
cient Bond, of ſome Reaſonable Sum, to pay unto the ſaid Sr, Cor- 


nelius whatſoever ſhall be adjudged, or decreed, to him againſt the ® 


Said Complainants as aforeſaid. And we do further think fit, and 4 
adviſe, that the ſaid Sr. Cornelius ſball by, or before, the Feaſt | 
of Aſcenſion next, convey, and aſſure, unto the ſaid indifferent, 


\ Lend fitting, Fefees all ſuch Lands Contra#ed for in Hat-ficld | 
. Chaſe, or the places adjacent, within that Level new Drain d, or | 
fo | 
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(997) 
to be Drain'd , which Bs. 775 own Hands unconveyed or 
are Convey'd, to any others, to the uſe, and behoofe of the ſaid Sr. 

Cornelius , for further Security as aforeſaid, Free, and diſcharged 

from all Incumbrances by him the ſaid Sr. Cornelius Vermuyden, 

over and above, ſuch remedy as by vertue of any ſuch Judgement, 
or Decree, the Complainants might otherwiſe have. 

And in Caſe the ſaid Sr. Cornelius Vermuyden ſhou d fail, 
or refuſe, to Convey, and Aſſure, the ſaid Lands for Security as 
aforeſaid. We do think fit and, adviſe, that your Majeſty be 
pleas'd to cauſe the ſaid Sr. Cornelius to be Sued in your own 
Name, for Breach and Nonperformance of His Contract, or Con- 
tracte, with your Majeſty concerning the ſaid Draimidge : And 
that all advantages which may be recoverd to your Majeſty 
thereby may be Transferr d to the Benefit of the Complainants, 
over and above, ſuch Remedy, as by vertue of any ſuch Judge- 


= ment and Decree as aforeſaid, the Complainants may other- 


wiſe have Provided, that the Complainants, before they recerve 


EZ the Benefit 4% H 7 Breach of Contract, by the ſaid Sr. 


Cornelius with His Majeſty do give Security for the mainte- 


4 nance of the aforeſaid works hereafter, and for the indemnity 


of the poſſeſſors» of the ſaid Drained Lands, and of the Coun- 
try adjacent, thro their default in maintaining the ſaid Works 
z lime tO come. | 

Foraſmuch, as their Lordſhips upon Reading, and conſider- 
ation, had of the report did find cauſe well to like, and approve ; 


thereof they did Ratify and confirm the ſame in all parts thereof 


willing and Requiring that it ſhould be put in Execution, and 


fully performed accordingly. 


Wis 7 SIGNED, 


(20 ) 
SIG NED, 
Lord Keeper. - f 
Lord Viſcount Wentworth. 
Lord Cottington, 
Mr. Secretary Windebank. 
| William Beacher, 


XXVIIL 2e 
Hey being thus divided, and their s falling into dif. 
grace, both at Court and at Home, the Government be- 


gun to look forward, and make proviſion for the diſtreſſ. 


| ed Ancientary : And ſeeing che Inhabitants of Fiſh-(ake, 
and Syke houſe, had paid their Two Hundred Pounds, as Awarded, 
and Decrecd, it was Requifite 8 ſhould be done. 
Therefore, the Board I{ſued out another Order for Lord Vent- 
worth to Tax the Yearly payment that the Inhabitants of Fh. lale, 
and S. houſe, were to giye the Participants for maintaining their 


Banks : And due conſideration being had thereto, and char it could 
never be made appear that the Annual charge Amounted to above 


Eight Pounds in any one Year fo: Twenty years paſt; It was ſer 
down by that Right Honourable Lord, that the Inhabitants of P;. 
Al; and Syke-hoyſe, ihould Yearly pay unto Sr, Cornelius Yermuyden, 


and his Succeſſors, the Sum of Ten Pounds for ever, for the Re- 


paration of the ſame. And whereas Sr. Cornelius had received Two 
Hundred Pounds to Sccure them from future Damages, theretore 
the Lord Prefident did not Impeach the ſaid Inhabitants in recovery 
of their Damages, which at any time happend fince the Award at 
Hat -field they have Suſtained, by reaſon of the new Works, but 
left the ſameta be recover by them accor ſing as their Cauſe ſhould 
in Juſtice require: Norwithſianding no Yearly allowance hach 
peen lec down, or made by the ſaid Inhavitarys. 
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XXIX. This Conſideration Satiſfid the Poor Sufferers for come 
time: But finding nothing but Expectance, they were forced to pre- 
ſent ſeverall Complaints to the Board which were conſiderd againſt 
Sr. Phillibert Vernatti Barr: And Sr. Cornelius Vermuyden Kt. 8. May, 
and others concerning the Unſupportable Loſs and Dam- 1635. 
ages Suſtained by the Complainants, in Regard the Works were not 
yet Perfected, but ſhametully neglected: Whercpon it was Ordcrd 
that as many as were Named in the ſeverall Bills of Complaint 
ſhould put in their 77 174 anſwers thereunto, before the Councell 
at York, before the firſt Day of the following Term; and in default 
thereof a Warrant ſhould be Awarded to a Meſſenger of His Majeſties 
Chamber, to take them, or as many of them into Cuſtody, as could 
be found, and carry them down to York, to make their Anſwers ac- 
cording to the foregranted Order: And untill the ſame be done, 
they were not to be Diſcharged. 


XXX. Complaint was then made of the Stoppage of the River 


| Dun running by Thorn, which was then ailedgd tobe the Cauſe of 


the Great Damages then Suſtaind : So that it was Orderd that the 
Commiſſioners ot Sewers, not Interefled in the Work of Draining 
ſhould View rhe place where the ſaid River was Stop'd; and 


Adiicct, and take, ſuch Courſe, as ſhould prevent the future Dam- 
| ages of the Complainants, Either by Stoppage, or otherwiſe, as in 


their Diſcretions they ſhould think fit, according to the Power given 
by their Commiſhon, or if it cannot be otherwiſe avoyded, by o- 
pening the laid River again. oe * 


XXXI. This Honourable Court of Sewers Acted then with a due 
Regard to the Honour they derivd from the Fountain, and with an 
equall Reſpect to the Parties they ſtood between. So that the firſt part 
of this Order; that is by Stoppage, was per form'd by them, and a very 
Noble Sluce Built at the End of the new Curr at Goole 3 which An- 


werd the End it was Built for: This was driven down, after ſome 


Years, by the Violence of the Tydes, in Regard it was Neglected to 
be Repaird, as it ought : For the Proof of which, we have ſeverall 
Coppyes of Orders of Sewers, for the Repair of it, which were never 
obſcryd, for this Realon amongſt rhe reſt. WY 
| 0 C 2 1 
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XXXII. The Participants being then parted, and moſt of their 
Families, and Adhzrents, in diſdain, and Poverty: It made way for 
a new Succeſſion, upon Eaſiy Terms ro come in: Moſt of which, 


were the Succeſfull Eng/ſh of that Memorable Age; which ſo Man 


agd the Authority ofthe Commiſſion of Sewers for their own Ends 
then and the Country not taking timely notice of the Evill Con- 
ſequences of it; that, what then did for themſelves, is Practicable now 
and has come into good Liking ever ſince. For altho the Jurics have 
brought in their Prelentments ſeverall times, upon their Views, and 
laid the defaults upon the Perticipants; yet luch Preientm:nts, not 
agreeable to the Colirt, have been refuſd, and the Jurors leave given 
to 50 * who in ſuch Cafes have not been Lawfully Diſcharged 
to this Day. | zz Þ 
Nay even the Commiſſioners themſelves: that are Participants, 
have acknowledgd the Ancient Countries grievance ſuch ; as; they 
will Tell you, they knew not how to help them: and that is becaule 
they will not; for they never yet redreſſd one Pericion of grievance 
{ince the Reſtoration; tho' the Countrys Loſſes grow every year, 
more unſupportable, then other. But in Gods name; now that 
Goole Sluce is ſo long ſince taken away, and by that meanes the 
Ancient paſſages Warpt up, let them Look back upon the Order 
of the Councell Board; which ſays, that if ir cannot be otlierwiſe 
avoided by opening the laid River Dar, running by Thorn, again. 


For tho this Commiſſion of Sewers be of very great Authority, yer 


that Order of the Councell Board muſt needs be of no more, which 
gave them being at the firſt. 


XXXIII. And Oblerve further; that tho' the going away. cf 
Goole Sluce has been of ſuch diſmal} Conſequence to the Country ; 
that we can Evidence more then Twenty Floods, many of which 
have been more Deſtructive to the Ancient Lands then the Burthen 
ot all the Taxes put together, ſince the Revolution to this Day: 
And all their repeated, Lofles ; by Water, of more Computation 
then ifall their Towns had, been once Burnt by Fire ) Yet for all 
this the other part of the Order, of opening the River again not 
Look d upon, but is kept up in ſuch Sort, that oftentimes the An- 
cient Land is Overſpread, in moſt places, Three Miles ar leaſt, with 

Water, all which has not in ſome parts below, the Paſſaye 2 8 
We? : os 3 red 
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Hundred and Ten Yards, 
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too Repell'd frequently by the Violent Tides, So that by this 
you may Measure the Oppreſſion the Ancient Country Lays under, 
which has no. manner ot Law for its Support but Preſcription; 
which in this Cale is of no manner of Authority, but with ſuch 
Tame Fools as have known no better: rh. no Man can conceive 
that the Country can be bound up to ſuffer theſe unſupportable 


Dammages. by any of theſe proceeding Orders of Councel ; gs | : 


that Fiſh lake, and Syke-houſe, ſho uld be Concluded by 12. May, 
that Clauſe in the Order, of inevitable, and unforeſeen 1630. 
Accidents, when all our Ancient Paſlages or Conveyance are now 


Clearly Warpt up, and the River too in ſuch manner, that the: 


Banks now made againſt Fiſh-/ake , are higher. then the Cham- 
ber Floors of many of their Ancient Houſes, nay then the Eay.s 
of ſome of them; and the Soles of the Church Low Windows, 


whoſe Fundation is upon the Higheſt Ground, as utually all 


* 


Churches are. 
XXX1V. It wis alſo Complaind at the lame time againſt Sr. 


Pzpilibert Vernatti , and Sr. Cornelius Vermihden, and their Partners, 


that above One Hundred Poor Work-men, and Labourers, and 
Servants, who had been employed by them in their Works: That 


ttiey wanted a very Large Summ due to them for their Labour: 


Whereupon, it was Orderd that the Wages Due to thoſe Poor 

orkmen, Amounting to the Summ of Fifteen Hundred Pounds, 
for which a Decree was made in the Councell at York, on the 
Second of October before, adjudgd to be by them paid; which ſame 
was unperformd, and they Stood our to a Writt of Rebellion; It 
was therefore Expreſlly orderd that they ſhould obey the ſaid De- 
cree, and give full Satiſtaction before the firft Day of the next 

erm 3 or otherwiſe, they, or ſo many of them, as ſhould be found, 
ſhould be Committed to a Meſſenger of His Maj:ſties Chamber, 


to be by him Carried down to Tork; and there to be Proceeded 


withall according to Juſtice. 


XXXV. And here you have an Account of Nine Years, and 
| Six Days, in which\the Country was Miſcrably Spoyld, and waſted 
the Poor oppre ſſ d, ro Pleaſure the Vanity of a New nothing? Not 
long after did theſe Choſen People forſake th:ir Intrenchments, 
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and not above Four Foot Deep, and that 
ie V By 
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and Fled, having the favour 


who would Rale the 


Crown in Bulk by Continuance of Time: Wherein the Unſupport- 
able grivances of the Ancient Country grew more, and more, uns 
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ow Craftily and Spoil moſt 
of. their Neighbours : Sr. Cornelius Vermuyden Dies miſerably Poor 
in the South; and all the reſt Saving a very Few Dilpersd: 
Leaving their Adventure to a Hopetull Succeſſiom of Managers; 
Kain. bow out of the Firmament of 
Heaven were they bun Aſſur'd of an Ark for their own Safety: 
Bur this, with Submiſſion to all and Every of the HONOUR ABLE 
PERFONS ſnarers in the improvement; not any of which were 
ever Staind by any Perſonally Acting, and withall amongſt the 
Commoners there are many Good Men, were they not imbarkd 
in ſo Bad a Bottom. | 4 


XXXVI. This is but the Dwatf Age of this Notable Improve: 
ment; and yet has Strangely Supported Monſters, which haye 
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ſufferable : What is the Cauſe of all this; and the reaſon it oughe i 
not ſo to be; and by what Tricks and Artifices it is Carryed on 
may be as Truly Repreſented, as what you have now here; which 
the Author of this Paper will under take to Set Forth... - * Wi 
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